Name _____________________________________ Date ___________ Period _____________
Socratic Seminar Preparation:
Altruism vs. Aggression
Philosophers and psychologists have long disagreed over whether humans are naturally good or naturally evil; the question of altruism vs. aggression is another face of that debate. Some, like Freud, argued that humans are driven in part by aggression, and are thus more likely to act violently towards others. The humanistic psychologists, like Rogers and Maslow, however, argued that humans have an innate desire to be compassionate and altruistic. 
Your assignment is to research examples of humans being aggressive or violent, and humans being altruistic or compassionate. Draw examples from the news, from history, and from your own life experience. Record what you find on the table below, and be prepared to discuss this question in a Socratic Seminar during the next class period. 
	Source
	Example of Aggression or Hostility
	Source
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Example of Altruism or Compassion

	



































	
	
	


Post-Seminar Reflection (Wait until after the Socratic Seminar to answer these questions)
1. What was the most compelling evidence you heard that people are more inclined to be aggressive? Why was this evidence compelling or persuasive?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was the most compelling evidence you heard that people are most inclined to be altruistic? Why was this evidence compelling or persuasive? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Based on the discussion during the Socratic Seminar, do you believe people are naturally more likely to be aggressive or altruistic? Why? (Use specific evidence to support your answer) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
